
I would like to thank all the people 
who have congratulated me on 
becoming the new Commodore of the 

Birch Lake Yacht Club.  Also, I appreci-
ate the people who have told me they 
would help with a particular project or 
with anything I need.  A huge thank you 
goes out to Vice Commodore Dan 
Waxman and his wife Sharon for accept-
ing to serve as Vice Commodore and his 
First Mate over the next year and 
Commodore the year after. It is a big job 
but he and Sharon are up to the task.  
 If you have not yet paid your 2019 
Birch Lake Yacht Club membership 
dues there is still time, and you can now 
be pay online at www.birchlakeyacht-
club.com.  There are so many things the 
BLYC does to make our lake a better 
place to live and play.  We need every 
family that enjoys our little piece of 

heaven to do their part by becoming a 
responsible lake resident by paying their 
dues. Thanks to eastsider and BLYC 
board member Chas Grundy, my 
Godson and cousin, for his talented work 
in getting this website up and running.
       This Sunday of Labor Day weekend 
at 6 pm, there will be one of those 
famous Birch Lake Flotillas out in the 
middle of the lake.  Just come out and 
tie up to the other boats, walk back and 
forth and meet and great other Birch 
Lakers.  Bring an appetizer to share.
     The next BLYC Board meeting is on 
Sept. 7, at 9 am at the BLYC Club 
House, and we would like to talk about 
all the events coming up next year, so if 
you are chairing an event, have an idea 
for any new events or would just like to 
chair an event, please come to this meet-
ing.
       As the season starts to change and 
the sweet corn passes it’s peak taste, the 
bean fields turn golden brown and the 
leaves transform into their beautiful 

multicolored stage, we turn our atten-
tion to the Crockpot Challenge on 
Saturday, October 19 at 5:30 pm at the 
BLYC club house.  Chaired by the infa-
mous eastsider Bad Patty Luecht of 
Flamingo Room fame, it will surely be a 
highlight of the season and a fall func-
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2019
Sept. 1 - Sunday Night Flotilla, 6 pm
Sept. 7 - BLYC Board Meeting: Sept 7 
Sept. 8 - Sailing party, 1 pm, Luecht’s house
October 19 - Crockpot Challenge, BLYC

2020
May 16, 2020 - BLYC Spring Dinner, 
 McGann Hay Granger Chapel, TBA
June 20, 2020 - Spaghetti Dinner, BLYC

To rent the BLYC building contact Sandy 
Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone 
mailbox at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  DEADLINE for any issue is 3 pm on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680.  To contact Commodore Pat McGann, call  574-532-5377 or email pat@mcgannhay.com.

Thanks to Mr. Bob (King, north side) for the pirate humor with the Sunfish Pirate Fleet in the background.



tion to remember.  Her theme this year is savory and sweet, so 
bring your best soup, chili or desert prepared in your crockpot.  
The food that the Birch Lakers have made in the past has 
been nothing short of outstanding.
 See you all at the SPRING DINNER Saturday May 16, 
2020, at 5:30 pm, at my Granger Chapel, 13260 SR 23, 
Granger, IN 46530, catered again by the Skillet with a totally 
awesome special premium menu created just for the BLYC.  
Be sure to put it on your calendars now.  We have had lots of 
events like: weddings, reunions, meetings, etc. with as many 
as 265 people for a sit-down meal, with a DJ, dance floor and 
two bars. I built this building with the idea to do multiple 
kinds of events with a full kitchen, and we can all be in one 
room.
 Love the Lake,

~ JPM, Commodore

Crockpot Challenge Cookoff 2019
 Attention to all you “SOUPER-DUPER” cooks! The date 
for this year’s cookoff will be on October 19, 5:30 pm, at the 
BLYC!  There is a little change to the format this year. There 
are going to be 2 categories.  We will have a “savory” group, 
which will contain delicious soups, chili, stews, etc. and we will 
be voting for the top two places.  Next will be the “sweet” 
group. Wonderful desserts that can be created in the crockpot.  
If you’re thinking “what desserts do you make” check out 
Pinterest for hundreds of ideas and recipes! Again we will be 
voting for the top two in this group.
 If you are entering either categories, you must have you 
entry at the BLYC no later than 5pm.  Also, if entering, con-
testants please let me know by October 12 so I can make sure 
we have enough extension cords and tables for your crockpot. 
NO TASTERS UNTIL  5:30!
 There will be 50/50 drawings with proceeds going to 
Fireworks. Other drawings for door prizes and possibly a sur-
prise or two!
 Fixings of crackers, chopped onion, shredded cheese, bread 

and butter, etc, would be appreciated.
 BYOB in case there’s not much left at the BLYC. This will 
be the last official event of the season!!  See you there, and 
come HUNGRY!
 Questions? Call Bad Patty 476-2615 or text 317-605-6421

2020 Spaghetti Dinner!
 Hey lovers of Italian cuisine ... Spaghetti man here to tell 
you to mark your calendars for the not-to-be-missed 2020 
BLYC Spaghetti Dinner brought to you by Chef Boy R Bruce 
and his team of Spaghetti-Os on June 20, the first day of sum-
mer in 2020.

~ Spaghetti Dinner Chairman Bruce Wagner

Barker Delivery
 This is the last printed edition of the Birch Barker in 
2019.  It is the 15th week that your paper will be delivered 
this year.  There is a dedicated group of Lakers who assure 
that happens every week.  It all begins with our talented edi-
tor and expert ad salesman, Phil Vitale.  Phil’s experience in 
the newspaper business is responsible for the professional 
weekly that we enjoy all summer that is the envy of surround-
ing lake associations.
 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND
has starting over for 

2020’s $10,25O GOAL
Contribute now for next year!

to donate
for fireworks
or any other
BLYC function
or activity ...

use the form
in the back of 

this week’s
        Birch 

        Barker

$10,250GOAL

$1,333.00Aug. 27, 2019

No 
change 

this 
week

Come on people 
... we’ve got a 
lot of money 

to raise before 
next year’s 

fireworks can 
happen!



— Birch Lake Notes —
The distribution chain begins when 
Stewart Spratt picks up the papers at 
the printer and delivers them to Sue 
Waddle.  Sue then distributes the 
Barker to our loyal carriers around the 
lake.  Beginning on the Southwest side 
we have Buzz Rasmussen and then 
Vicki Rogers continues down the West 
side and around the Cove.  The Pettys, 
Sarah, Ben, Cam, Cooper and Leila 

cover the north side and Claudia Phipps 
takes over at Kiloqua.  Linda Curtis 
does the East side north, while Bob 
Waddle continues down the East side 
and up Kinsey St. then Holly Troeger 
finishes the East side.  Julie Lacy and 
Staci Whiteman deliver to the entire 
South side and up Lenore St.
 We all owe all of them a special 
thank you, so if you see them let them 

know how much we all appreciate their 
service.  This is another reason that 
Birch is a Great Lake. 

~Signed, Sparky

The Birch Barker
 This the last printed Birch Barker 
of the season .. if you’ve missed any of 
the issues, they’re all online at http://
www.philvitale.com/Barker/Printed 
BarkerArchives.htm.
 My thanks all of the columnists, 
contributors, writers and photographers 
who submitted info to me this season, as 
well as Stu Spratt, who picked up the 
printed Barkers every week at Alpha 
Graphics, Bob & Sue Waddle who got 
the Barkers from Stu and delivered 
them to the delivery people around the 
lake, and to the delivery people who 
walked (or drove) around and delivered 
the papers to the readers.  Thanks, too, 
to Alpha Graphics, and to all of the 
advertisers who helped finance this 
high-dollar operation.
 Good Lord willing and the creek 
don’t rise, I’ll be producing the Online 
Barker again during the off season, 
beginning in October.  If you’re not on 
the list to receive it automatically (or if 
you’ve changed your email address in 
the last year), you can sign up by email-
ing me at onlinebarker@gmail.com.

~ Editor Phil

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

Labor Day 
End of the Summer 

Sunday Night Flotilla! 
Sunday September 1 – 6 p.m. 

Due to the past successful flotillas, let’s do it again! 
Meet in the middle of the lake with your boat. 

Bring an Appetizer. 
Boats will be tied together and we will walk from 

 boat to boat sharing food and camaraderie. 
Look for the boats in the middle! 

Adults only 
. 

Thanks to Mr. Bob (King, north side) for the flock in the fog pic from last wekend.



By J. Patrick McGann 

We had a great day for the sail-
boat races on Sunday with 
winds pretty steady all day 

with gusts up to 15mph which gave us 
all a significant challenge.  The races 
were lively and quick, with only one 
crash when Bill Luecht and I rounded 
one of the marks together in the second 
race and I was on the inside and called 
“Bouy Room” in front of me he unexpect-
edly slowed to a snails- pace crawl caus-
ing  me to ram into his rudder and tran-
som.   In other words I rear ended him.  
Because we do not have brakes on our 
sailboats I was told by Sailor Phil Vitale, 
in the boat behind that he had wit-
nessed the whole incident and that I 
had in fact fouled Mr. Bill, so I did my 
360 penalty turn, as required and the 
race continued as normal.  No damage 
was suffered by either boat.
 In the Sunfish Fleet Rick Ruswurm, 
husband of the frequent Committee 
Boat helper Good Patty, solidified his 
leadership position in the season stand-
ings by taking two first places and a 
third place finish.  He was being chased 
by Stewart Spratt, husband of our trust-
ed BLYC Treasurer Deb Spratt. Stewart 
took one first place and two second plac-
es for an outstanding day.  The senior 

member of the Sunfish feet, that little 
old winemaker, Herb Cleveland, fin-
ished 2nd in the first race followed by 
two thirds.
 The first race in the MC Fleet was 
taken by arguably the best sailor on the 
lake and maybe in the state, Mr. Scott 
Troeger.  Scott had to leave after that 
for other commitments so he did not sail 
(DNS) in the other two races.  That left 
it open for the other fleets members to 
fight for the top spot in the other two 
races, which were won by Jeff Smitly 
and last year’s Season Champion Barb 
Cassidy respectfully. That was Barb’s 
first win of the season which made her a 
happy camper for the rest of the day.  
Jeff additionally, took two 2nds with 
Sailor Phil Vitale in his boat named The 
Pickle picking up the other 2nd.  Bill 
Luecht got one third and yours truly 
captured two 3rds which made us both 
happy, also.
 Remember, this Labor Day Regatta, 
will be the best of five races.  Three on 
Saturday and two on Sunday or vice 
versa, with make ups on Monday, if 
needed.  All starting horns blow at 11 
am for MC’s with Sunfish starting three 
minutes after.
 The end of the year sailing awards 
party will be at the East Side Sailing 
Club at 1 pm next Sunday, Sept. 8, food 

and drinks provided.  Thanks to Bad 
Patty for arranging all the party plans 
and her genius partner 2020 Fleet 
Captain Bill Luecht for preparing all the 
awards.
 If you or your kids or grandkids 
want to learn more about sailing and or 
racing here on Birch Lake any number 
of us would welcome the opportunity to 
teach those wanting to learn and or go 
for a sail ride. Contact me at 574-532-
5377 to make arrangements.
 Sail on Dudes and Dudettes!

~Fleet Captain Pat

Fleet Captain’s Jibe #15, Aug. 31

2019

Fleet Captain’s Corner

SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana



Sell 5’X6’ foam floats

Available in white, blue and black 
Call Jacob at 

(269) 506-4083

2019 Birch Lake Sailing Results
BLYC Season Standings*

Date ..................................................25-Aug .....25-Aug .........25-Aug ................................... Total  .............Point ......... Races ..................%
Race ..................................................... 18 ..............19 .................20 ......................................Points ..........Average ....Finished ...Finished
MC Scow/Sailor ................................................................................................................................... Total MC Races=>..17 ........................
Scott Troeger  #1489 ............................. 1 .............DNS .............DNS .....................................23844 ............1589.6 ............15 .................88%
Jeff Smitley  #2002 ................................ 2 ................1 ...................2 ........................................14630 ............1463.0 ............10 .................59%
Phil Vitale  #500 ..................................... 5 ................2 ...................5 ........................................21303 ............1420.2 ............15 .................88%
Barb Cassady #2506 ............................ 4 ................4 ...................1 ........................................21155 ............1410.3 ............15 .................88%
Bill Luecht  #1579 .................................. 6 ................3 ...................4 ........................................23289 ............1369.9 ............17 ...............100%
Pat McGann #1735 ............................... 3 ................5 ...................3 ........................................23238 ............1366.9 ............17 ...............100%
Harold Cranmer  #1991/2550 ............ DNS ..........DNS .............DNS ......................................2450 .............1225.0 .............2 ..................12%
Sandy Vitale ........................................ DNS ..........DNS .............DNS ......................................9321 .............1165.1 .............8 ..................47%

Sunfish/Sailor .................................................................................................................................. Total Sunfish Races=> 20 ......................
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ............... 3 ................1 ...................1 ........................................24445 ............1527.8 ............16 .................80%
Tom Cassady ...................................... DNS ..........DNS .............DNS ......................................1521 .............1521.0 .............1 ....................5%
Peter Soldato ...................................... DNS ..........DNS .............DNS .....................................20953 ............1496.6 ............14 .................70%
Pat McGann ........................................ DNS ..........DNS .............DNS ......................................4259 .............1419.7 .............3 ..................15%
Stewart Spratt ........................................ 1 ................2 ...................2 ........................................14166 ............1416.6 ............10 .................50%
Amy Troeger ....................................... DNS ..........DNS .............DNS ......................................7009 .............1401.8 .............5 ..................25%
Steve Frew.......................................... DNS ..........DNS .............DNS .....................................18204 ............1400.3 ............13 .................65%
Herb Cleveland ...................................... 2 ................3 ...................3 ........................................25868 ............1361.5 ............18 .................90%
Cole McGann Bell .............................. DNS ..........DNS .............DNS ......................................4034 .............1344.7 .............3 ..................15%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) .............. DNS ..........DNS .............DNS .....................................17208 ............1323.7 ............12 .................60%
Bob Niezgodski ..................................... 4 ................5 ...................4 ........................................14387 ............1307.9 ............11 .................55%
Camille Butler ........................................ 5 ................4 ...................5 ........................................19930 ............1245.6 ............16 .................80%
Bill Butler ............................................. DNS ..........DNS .............DNS ......................................2381 .............1190.5 .............2 ..................10%
Bob Cassady ...................................... DNS ..........DNS .............DNS ......................................1089 .............1089.0 .............1 ....................5%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 
7th place); DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted
Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat

*8/27/19



You might have noticed over the 
summer the listing and pre-
senting of what we call the 6 

commandments.  These are issues and 
concerns and activities that we as lake 
dwellers should keep in mind as we 
further develop our properties and use 
the lake.  We want to maintain this 
lake in as pristine and safe condition 
as we can, and believe that attention to 
these commandments will help permit 
this. Articles, explaining one each of 
the 6 commandments, can be found in 
six of this summer’s previous Barkers.  
Further questions or comments can be 
directed to Paul Fallon.
 2. In addition to the commandments, 
we have talked about the shoreline 
extensively as it is both a buffer to what 
happens on the land as well as the 
ecological contact between water and 
earth.  The buffer part is to keep things 
we do not want to get into the lake out of 
the lake and the ecological contact part 
is that a lot of the animals both large 
and small rely on a shoreline habitat 
for reproduction, early development, 
food sources, and shelter.  Please look at 
the two attached web sites as you think 
about what you might do to enhance 
your shoreline next year etc .  (www.
mishorelandstewards.org and www.
mishorelinepartnership.org).  
 3. As we tidy up this fall some may 
want to do a little burning by the side 
of the road or (horrors) close to the lake.  
Should you feel absolutely compelled to 
do this, and we would encourage you to 
not do it, please after the fire goes out 
sweep up the ashes and bag them for the 
trash.  The alternative is during the next 
rain you will see them head to lake as 
ready to use fertilizer and minerals that 
will enhance extra plant growth.  
 4. Our role on the Water Quality 
Committee is somewhat simple in prem-
ise.  (A) Survey the lake for invasive spe-
cies and if something can be done about 
them to advertise this to the lake and set 
the proper procedures in motion.  This 
is most evident for the Eurasian milfoil 
that would be clogging many acres of the 
lake in the absence of this.  Sorry there is 
nothing we can do about zebra mussels, 
but they have declined on their own the 

past few years.  They can just as well 
rebound.  We are closely monitoring both 
starry stonewort and hydrilla, two truly 
nasty invasives should they get into the 
lake.  Tell friends you know that bring 
their boats from other lakes to make 
sure they properly clean them before 
launching them here.  Also, should you 
take a boat or kayak to another lake, 
please properly clean it before placing in 
back in Birch.  (B)  Monitor the lake for 
evidence of increasing levels of nutrients 
that will age the lake prema- turely 
and report on this to the lake commu-
nity.  (C)  Ascertain the safety of the lake 
waters for the recreational activities we 
all enjoy and wish to have our children 
and grandchildren enjoy now and in the 
future.  
 5. In the future, just take some time 
to truly try and be aware of the lake.  
Especially in the spring when the water 
is clear, cruise around the shallows and 
drop offs and look at the diversity of 
plant life that exists in different parts of 
the lake.  Keep pathways for the turtles 
to come ashore and lay their eggs.  Pro-
vide cover at the shoreline for small fish 
to hide in, insects to come to, and frogs to 
lurk when the insects are around.  Grab 
some decaying material from the bottom 
and put in a white pan and watch the life 
that springs from this.  Have your kids 
try to learn the names of some of the 
aquatic plants. Hopefully, you can think 
of even more ways to become better 
aware of, and learn more about, our lake.
 6. Commandment #6, explained in 
the August 3d Barker, referred to the 
need for adequate donations to fund 
our Water Quality [WQ] program. As 
stated, should we ever run meaningfully 
short, likely our only option would be to 
request the township establish a Spe-
cial Assessment District [SAD], which, 
once in place, the township would run 
with our TAX dollars. Virtually all other 
Michigan lakes that are treated for 
invasive species [like Birch Lake is] are 
financed by SADs, the costs for which 
are arbitrarily added to the tax bills of 
ALL property owners in that district. It 
is a huge blessing indeed that we have, 
ever since we started incurring substan-
tial expense fighting invasives in 2007, 

survived on donations alone. So, how 
much should people donate? In truth, 
no one knows. We don’t know when the 
invasives we have will hybridize, when 
the next invasives will arrive, which 
one[s] it will be, or the costs of timely and 
appropriate treatment. When Eurasian 
Milfoil [EM] first hit 12 years ago, our 
treatment costs alone were higher than 
the average sum of our current annual 
expenses. Lately our annual expenses 
for professional surveys and treatment, 
testing and education have totaled in 
the neighborhood of $4500.00 per year. 
Typically, we have about that much 
in the bank, which is good, should our 
expenses stay flat. BUT THEY WON’T 
STAY FLAT! Our treatment costs the 
first year for EM were some $6,000. Our 
most likely next visitor, Starry Stone-
wort[SS], is considered to be tougher to 
treat than EM. Shouldn’t our reserves 
allow for this and be increased to say 
$11000., 12,000. or even more?  To do so, 
each of us now contributing would have 
to minimally double their current annual 
donation. What are the typical annual 
donation amounts? Since the typical bal-
ance on hand never goes much below or 
above one year of expenses, it seems fair 
to assume two things about that amount: 
it is more or less the result of cumulative 
abnormal [fund raising type ] contribu-
tions, AND it is the approximate total of 
regular annual donations.    An educated 
guess is that around 100 families donate 
annually to the WQ fund. This means 
that: the average donated amount is 
around $45. [Thanks to those that do 
so.], and that less than half of those here 
donate. [Shame on those that don’t. You 
don’t have to be a member of the Yacht 
Club or the Homeowners’ Association 
to donate to the one cause that ALL of 
us, undisputedly, have in common and 
benefit from.]   To double our reserves [a 
modest, reasonable goal], requires that 
those now giving will have to double 
the amount they now give [to say $90. /
yr.], or that double the amount of people 
will have to donate the same average [ 
say $45. /yr.], or that some combination 
of the two increases must occur simul-
taneously. Come on everybody, write a 
[bigger] check. Let’s get this thing done!

— Water Quality Report —
The “Six CommandmenTS of BirCh Lake WaTer QuaLiTY”

i.   Thou ShaLT prevenT The Spread of 
      aQuaTiC invaSive SpeCieS (aiS).

ii.   Thou ShaLT minimize SurfaCe runoff.

iii.   Thou ShaLT minimize The effeCTS of WaveS.

iv.   Thou ShaLT proTeCT and expand naTuraL ShoreLineS.

v.   Thou ShaLT noT aLLoW phoSphoruS, nuTrienTS, and oTh-
       er undeSiraBLe ChemiCaL eLemenTS To enTer our Lake.

vi.   Thou ShaLT remain informed and aCTive aBouT 
        oTher WaTer QuaLiTY iSSueS.

WQ Report - End of Summer
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 
— Barker Plant of the Week —

Source: Michigan State University Extension Bulletin E-3189, A Michigan Boater’s Guide to Selected Invasive Aquatic Plants



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Birch Lake home & land for sale

269-445-8877

OUT OF INVENTORY!

LISTINGS NEEDED!

HOMES ARE SELLING

NOW IS A 
GREAT TIME 

TO LIST 
YOUR 
HOME!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877
Paul@TheLakeLife.com63095 Birch Rd

$215,000 

Vacant 
Land: 5 
acres and 
27 ft of 
frontage on 
Birch Lake. 
Birch Lake 
is a 290-
acre, spring 
-fed, all-
sports lake 
located 2 
hours from 
Chicago 

and 40 mins to Notre Dame.

15176 Birch 
Lake Shore Dr.

à
Price Change to $565,000
3 BD 2 BA 2,698-sq-ft home 
on double lot w/ 128 ft wa-
terfront, fenced tennis court, 
large backlot w/ 1,200-sq-ft 
heated Morton Building.  
House has large windows, 
broad upper deck, covered 
lower patio, 3-season room, 
brick patio w/ custom-built 
chimneyed fireplace near 
water. Upper level: large liv-
ing room w/ vaulted ceiling, 
exposed natural beams, 
Midcentury Modern fireplace 
designed by Wendell Lovett, 
deck access, panoramic lake 
views; dining area w/ lake 
views; sink for wet bar; 3 BD; 
1 BA; outside access. Spiral 
staircase down to sitting 
room w/ 3-season room and 
patio access, dining room, 
kitchen w/ bar seating and 
casual dining, 1 BA. Street-
side lawn has wrought iron 
fence and brick path to the 
home.

Faith and Audrey Wahlgren (granddaughters of Kerry 
and Carol McCoy, east side) enjoying their first ride in a 
tube with their Mom Kristin McCoy Wahlgren. They also 
enjoyed swimming off the pier with their grandma Carol 
McCoy.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Dominic and Aley Vitale Richards (our grandkids) visited my Brother Chris at his lake cottage on Lake Papakeechie near Syr-
acuse, IN recently and terrorized his neighborhood for a day ... Dominic even brought home a new bike.  Dom & Aley will be 
visiting with us Labor Day weekend ... hide the good plates!



— Barker Kids of the Week —

701 Spruce Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid 
of the Week?  Want your dog to be a 

Dog of the Week?  Want your lawnmow-
er to be the Lawnmower of the Week?  
Just mail your photo (with a SASE if 
you want the photo(s) back) to Birch 
Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 
49095; put them in a ziplock and stick 
them in the stone mailbox at my home 

(east side), or email them to me at 
SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

Thanks to Vice Commodore Dan Waxman 
for the cool pic of a loon and a heron in 
front of his house (east side).



Aries (March 21-April 19) - Your focus 
for the next several weeks is on how to best function 
in the world, especially your job. Are you doing your 
job well? Do you work efficiently? Do you worry 
about wasting too much time? We each have 24 
hours in a day - rich or poor - so how we use that 24 
hours is virtually - how we are creating our life. After 
all time is the stuff life is made of. It’s the perfect time 
of year to work hard and get stuff done. Fortunately, 
coworkers are cooperative.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - You love 
beautiful things; and because you are tactile and 
sensuous you explore hobbies and creative activities 
that please the senses - taste, touch, visual and 
auditory. (Many of you sing and love music.) For the 
next four weeks, set your own priorities and please 
yourself. What do you do for amusement and recre-
ation? How do you explore romance and relation-
ships? What’s a fun vacation? Do you appreciate 
the children in your life? These are your questions.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - For the next 
four weeks, there’s a handful of planets in the part of 
your chart that represents your intimate personal life, 
family and parents. Naturally, you will relate to your 
external world, but your main focus will be on home 
and family relationships. Something might make you 
better appreciate your home and your family. You 
might also see the value of warm bonds with family 
members. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - You will 
become more aware of how you communicate with 
others in the next four weeks. You might see how 
people don’t hear you. And you might also see how 
you miss hearing others. No wonder everyone is at 
odds with each other. The pace of your days will 
accelerate as you focus on a stronger need to com-
municate and get out in the world. Short trips, con-
versations with others plus reading and studying will 
fill your days. Use this time to tell someone how you 
feel about something. Will they hear you?

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - A gaggle of plan-
ets is clustered in your Money House for the next 
four weeks. This makes you reflect upon the things 
you value. You will examine your relationship to your 
belongings. You might want to show off what you 
own. You will look at your physical world and take 
stock. In doing so, you might wonder what really 
matters in life? Meanwhile, you will work hard to 
earn money and you’ll spend big! 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Once a year, 
the Sun is in your sign for four weeks, often accom-
panied by Mercury. But this year, Venus and Mars 
join the party giving you a magnificent booster shot 
of energy and drive. Venus increases your desire to 
relate to others; and as an added bonus, it makes 
you charming and diplomatic. It will also attract peo-
ple to you. By contrast, Mars makes you a fighter for 
your own rights and makes you eager to work hard. 
This is your chance to show the world what you can 
do! People will respect you and listen  to you.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - During the 
next four weeks, a handful of planets are hiding in 
your chart.  It’s a time for reflection and self scrutiny. 
It also means you’re inclined to self-denial, especial-
ly in love relationships. Venus encourages you to 
explore charity work. Meanwhile, Mars is brash, bold 
energy, and this is why you might feel vaguely irrita-
ble and uneasy for the next few weeks. Like you’re 
all dressed up with no place to go. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - For the next 
four weeks, a handful of planets are in your House 
of Friendships. This is why you will do your best 
work cooperating with others and being involved in 
groups. Knowing this - be friendly! Engage in 
groups. Join classes or a club. However, make time 
to scrutinize your friends and the groups to which 
you belong. Ask yourself, “Are these my people?” 
When you’re young, you have to play with the kid 
next door. But as an adult, you have a choice. Enjoy 
socializing with others.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Once 
a year, the Sun is at the top of your chart for four 
weeks making you look stellar! The Sun makes you 
great to bosses, parents, VIPs and the police. 
(Naturally, you can use this to your advantage.) 
Venus will attract people to you who will help you 
promote your professional life and make things run 
more smoothly. Hey, relax. You can juggle different 
energies because you are so likeable.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - You’re 
going to want to do whatever is within your power to 
expand your experience of life in the next four 
weeks. The most obvious way to approach this is to 
travel and see more! But you will also find it reward-
ing to study and learn something new because it 
expands your mind. You might want to defend ideas 
that you haven’t even examined. Don’t coerce oth-
ers into agreeing with you.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - The 
issues that are occurring in your life during the next 
four weeks will not be casual. They will be intense 
and passionate! Basically, this is because you have 
a strong desire to experience life on a feeling level - 
not just intellectual. You feel alive and you’re aware 
of your own mortality. This is why you might have 
concerns about finances and financial security. The 
next several weeks are a great time to ask for a loan 
or mortgage. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - In the next 
four weeks, a gaggle of planets will create a variety 
of influences, one of which is that you will need more 
rest and more sleep. Another influence is that you 
will have more objectivity in viewing your relation-
ships, which means you can better understand 
them. (This applies to professional partnerships as 
well as marriage.) Venus will pave the way in all 
these relationships and make things warmer and 
friendlier. Mars however, will make you easily 
annoyed with people. (Gulp.) It can stir up tension in 
relationships.

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.053 
1.8 days since new moon

Sunrise: 07:06:14 AM
Sunset: 20:18:21 PM

Moonrise: 08:22:33 AM
Moonset: 21:29:53 PM
Daylight:  13 Hr 12 Min 07 Sec

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

— Barker Weekly Puzzle —



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Cheese Canapes
From the 2004 

Birch Lake Ladies Luncheon 
Recipe Collection*

by Sue Wagner
(AKA Sunny Waters)

(formerly of the Cove)

Ingredients:
½ cup Hellman’s Mayo
½ cup onion, finely chopped
1 cup black pitted olives, chopped
1 tsp. curry powder  
Salt to taste
1 ½ cup grated cheddar cheese 
8 halves toasted English muffin

Directions:
Mix first six ingredients and pile 
on the split toasted English muf-
fins. Cut in quarters. Put under the 
broiler briefly; just until they sizzle. 
Serve hot.

*Thanks to Denny Weesner Bradfield 
and Ronnie Eshleman for the recipes ... 



The end of the summer has 
arrived, and it’s hard to believe 
this is the last printed Barker 

of the year!
 I’d like to give huge Thank You 
to the three couples on the lake who 
hosted staff members on their nights 
off this summer! Gordon and Michelle 
Seyfarth, Tom Kuhn and Jan Tem-
ple, and Pat and Tessa McGann each 
hosted an evening at their home for 
a group of around 10 camp staff. The 
staff were so grateful for a chance to 
get away from camp on their night off, 
to meet some lake residents, and enjoy 
a good meal! Thank you for hosting!!
 We had many children and 
grandchildren and other relatives of 
lake residents who attended camp 
this summer. It’s fun to see so many 
campers who have family on the lake 
coming to camp. I am sorry if I miss 
anyone on this list.
 Representing the west side (10)… 
Gregory (nephew of Stacia and Fred 
Andriano), John (nephew of Kathy and 
Ron Niezgodski), Sydney and Jazmine 
(granddaughters of Bill and Carol 
Myers), Reese and Emerson (grand-

kids of the Toth/Carroll family), Ocean 
(related to the Niezgodskis), Wyatt and 
Mason (grandsons of Phil and Betsy 
Custard), Mary Therese (great-grand-
daughter of Laveta Scofield)
 Representing the east side 
(16)… Maggie and Haley (cousins 
of Chas Grundy), Dominic and Aley 
(grandkids of Phil and Sandy Vitale), 
Alex (son of Casey Kruer and Mike 
Schroer), Annabelle (niece of Ray 
and Judi Gaik), Denny (grandson of 
Margie Trybus), Elliott (grandson 
of Tim and Irene Steffen), Anya and 
Claire (great-granddaughters of Duffy 
Dufour), Ava (granddaughter of Linda 
and Jeff Myers on the hill), Emma 
(daughter of Robert and Dana Boll), 
Braden and Brody (sons of Bob and 
Kelli Bienz on the hill), and of course, 
Avery and Elyse.
 Representing the cove (3)… 
Allison (related to the Vath family), 
Timmy (grandson of Jim and Linda 
Bergan), Giselle (daughter of Binh 
Tran)
 Representing the north side (7)… 
Dominic, Vincent, Tommy, Gianna, 
Ben, and Clara (grandchildren of Bill 

and Sheryl Magro), Ben (grandson of 
Beth and Bob Kenagy)
 Representing the south side (12)… 
Parker and Quinn (sons of Jill and 
Jeff Robinson), Alex, Gabby, Mia, and 
Tyler (grandkids of Melanie Como), 
Ethan (grandson of Carolyn and Bob 
Palm), Hunter Nick, Harper, and Ben 
(kids + nephews of Kim and Steve 
Fillenwarth), Kiaya (granddaughter of 
Julie and Doug Weaver)
  And representing former Birch 
Lakers (3)… Jade (granddaughter 
of Tom and Jackie Minglin formerly 
on the west side), Blake and Collin 
(grandkids of the Blackwoods formerly 
of the cove)
 Wow, that’s an amazing list - 51 
Birch Lake kids at camp this summer! 
 Thank you to everyone on the lake 
for all your support of camp, through 
sending campers, volunteering your 
time, donating, and helping spread the 
word about camp! Thank you!

 ~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Thanks for a great year!

Bubba’s Market, LLC

Under the Yellow Tent 
at Hall’s Bait and Tackle 

in Union

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
Saturdays 10-6; 
Sundays 11-5

IS BACK!

660 County Road 15, 
Elkhart, IN 46516

574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com



The Joy’s John at Birch Lake public landing
 Despite the objections of multiple homeowners on Birch Lake (including the 
owners of the properties on either side), the Cass County Parks Department’s Joy’s 
John on a concrete pad near the water at the Birch Lake public landing remains.  
The Parks board of directors has taken the matter under advisement, and has 
promised to monitor the launch to try to keep out swimmers.   They have asked 
that residents notify Parks Director Scott Wyman if we see swimmers, 
by calling him at 445-4456, and if that is unsuccessful, to call the county 
sheriff’s department at 445-2481 to report the activity so they can respond.  
Alternately, residents can voice their concerns to Skip Dyes, County Com-
missioner, District 3 at the county building, (269) 445-4420, or at his home, 
(269) 445-2537, or by Email skipd@cassco.org.  If you call  or email a report 
about swimmers at the landing, please copy or notify Phil Vitale at 476-1680 
or at onlinebarker@gmail.com so we can keep a record of the number and 
outcome of the complaints.

Need something repaired replaced or 
maintained?  Let me see if I can help! 

Lake references available.

General Handyman Services

Birch Lake Notes



FOR SALE

For sale: the former Misch Mfg build-
ing located at 14111 Esther Ave., 
Mishawaka, IN 46545.  Location 3/10 of a 
mile west of Capital Avenue between 
Jefferson and McKinley.  Contact Jill Celie-
Brenay, REMAX, or Bob King.

For Sale:  2006 Pontiac Solstice 
(2-seat convertible).  Only 33K miles, runs 
great and looks great too!  Silver with 
Black top, 5-speed manual transmission, 
newer tires.  Stored every winter so no salt 
wounds.  Fun car to drive.  Sadly selling 
so I can downsize my ‘fleet’.  $9,000 OBO.  
Call/Text Karen at 574-261-6712.

FOR SALE:  small porcelain 
topped table with one drawer, two 
small chairs, good condition,  circa 1940s?  
$125.   Call Deb at 476-7226.

Attention Golfers: For Sale ~ Full set 
of Adams irons; 3 through 7 hybrid 
irons - 8, 9, PW regular irons. $150.  Call 
Bud at 476-2526

4-seater pedal boat for sale.  As-is 
(though we will get her down from the pole 
barn for test rides).  Contact the Kings at 
476-2128.

For sale: Full size bed frame with 
Maple headboard and footboard.  
Make offer.  Bob Groszek. 219-384-9291.

FOR SALE:  Modern Master 
Bedroom set including King sized bed 
frame (with inboard storage / headboard 
cabinetry) and desk.  Vertical computer 
desk with doors and drawers.  Call Leslie 
King 574-276-9996

FOUND
Stearns Youth (50-90 lbs.) Ski 
Vest ~ Found in covel. 476-2090.

FREE STUFF
TWIN MATTRESSES ~ FREE ~ 2 Twin 
mattresses (no box springs)  Good condi-
tion, free for pick up.  Contact Deb in the 

Cove at 574-340-3870

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? 
Check out renting the most inexpensive 
but cutest and best-located rental in The 
Villages, Florida at ourhome4rent.
com/cjp

SERVICES
I do sewing and mending at fair pric-
es - zippers, hemming, small alterations; 
call Kathy at 476-9317

For Sprinkler service, please call SOS 
Irrigation @ (574) 534-9150

Pressure Washing - FREE 
ESTIMATES for cement, piers, drive-
ways, houses and more. Call Tony Schmitt 
(Baucus son-in-law) at 574-584-5744 
Today!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

Classified ads in the Birch 
Barker are free to BLYC 

members, $5 for everyone 
else.  Send your ads to me 

at sailorphil@philvitale.com

Simply STUNNING

     Have you seen the stunning 
stamped-concrete compass rose at the 

Birch Lake Yacht Club?  This is just 
one example of the custom concrete 

services and products available to our 
friends and neighbors at Birch Lake.

Interested in a new look for your 
concrete garage, patio or entrance?

Memorial Park boat landing for a Labor 
Day dog parade celebration. Parking for 
spectators and participants will be avail-
able at designated marked areas on 
Birch Road and at the landing.  After 
registration, the parade commences at 
the boat landing at and proceeds north 
on Birch Road, ending for the award cer-
emony at the home of Dennis and 
Claudia Phipps. Costumes are encour-

aged. All are invited to stay for an after 
celebration where food and drink will be 
provided for pooches and pooch parents.
 Prizes will be awarded in these cat-
egories: BEST COSTUME; LARGEST 
DOG; SMALLEST; CUTEST; Owner-
PET look alike; Bushiest Tail; Longest 
Ears & more
 All participants will receive doggy 
AND human treats! Participants and 

spectators are encouraged to donate to 
the Cass County Humane Society and to 
the cost of the event. Donation boxes 
will be along the parade route and at 
registration. Spectators are greatly 
encouraged and may provide water for 
the dogs. Bring lawn chairs!
PARADE RULES:
Animals must be current on vaccina-
tions; No aggressive animals or females 
that are in season; Animals must be on 
a leash and in control by their owner at 
ALL times; Pet owners must pooper 
scoop after their dogs; 
Parade organizers: Carla Chester, Linda 
Curtis, Claudia Phipps
 Note from organizers: Last year we 
had 19 dogs for the first year! We are 
hoping to have more this year. We have 
made changes/improvements. There will 
be music and all participants will be in 
single file for the viewing pleasure of the 
spectators. There will be a celebration 
after the awards ceremony and compli-
mentary rides back to the landing. For 
those who are unsure of their dog’s 
behavior, last year the dogs were lively 
at registration, completely calm during 
the parade, and in love with each other 
by the awards ceremony!

2016 Birch Lake Calendars
 Thanks to all the photographers 
who submitted photos for the 2016 Birch 
Lake calendar. Once again we had so 
many great pictures that it was hard to 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply STUNNING
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose we 
installed last fall at the Birch Lake 
Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     Interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our resident artist Duffy Dufor for the great pics!

Call us Today!



2018/19 BLYC Officers 
Pat McGann (E), Commodore
574-532-5377 ...................pat@mcgannhay.com
Dan Waxman (E), Vice Commodore
317-506-1680 ........dwaxman@indianablood.org
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com

2018 BLYC Directors 
P. Com. Angela Bergan (E) .... berganfsu@aol.com

561-603-5522
Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .......................574-261-6712 
karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com, 

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau ......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E) ................................574-315-0217
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N) .................................... 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com 

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Dan Waxman (E)....................................... 476-1638
DWaxman131@gmail.com

Sue Williams (S) ........................................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WQ AND HOMEOWNERS
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and 
Homeowners Association ..................... 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
THE YEAR’S OVER!

It’s time to pay your 2020 dues! 
Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

NEW now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues NEW





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com

Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

Motorized Solar Screens

Boat Covers and Tops

Canvas Repair

Aluminum Awnings

●

●

●
●

●


